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imaginative he would not live so rmich in
the future. But his imagination is practical,
and the future it forecasts is immediate ? it
works with the clearest and least ambiguous
ternfe known to his experience, in terms of
number, measure, contrivance, economy, and
speed. He is an idealist working on matter.
Understanding as he does the material poten-
tialities of things, he is successful in invention,
conservative in reform, and quick in emergen-
cies. All his life he jumps into the train
after it has started and jumps out before it
has stopped; and he never once gets left
behind, or breaks a leg. There is an enthusi-
asm in his sympathetic handling of material
forces which goes far to cancel the illiberal
character which it might otherwise assume.
The good workman hardly distinguishes his
artistic intention from the potency in himself
and in things which is about to realise that
intention. Accordingly his ideals fall into
the form of premonitions and prophecies;
and his studious prophecies often come true.
So do the happy workmanlike ideals of the
American. When a poor boy, perhaps, he
dreams of an education, and presently he
gets an education, or at least a degree; he